
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 
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Grandes Escritores de America, by Rufino Blanco-Fombona. Rena- 
cimiento, Madrid, 1917. 343 pages. 

Don Rufino Blanco-Fombona is one of the best known writers of Spanish- 
America. He is a Venezuelan who has lived the best years of his literary 
life in Madrid and is one of the ablest and most vigorous representatives of 
the new intellectual life of Spanish-America. He has distinguished himself 
as a novelist (El Hombre de Oro, El Hombre dc Hierro), as a poet (Pequena 
Opera Lirica, Cantos de la Prision y del Dcstierro), as a literary historian 
(La Evolucion social y politico de Hispano- America), and as a literary 
critic (Letras y Lctrados de Hispano-America) . He belongs to that group 
of young Spanish-American intellectuals who work night and day for the 
betterment of the youth of Spanish-America and for a correct interpreta- 
tion of the history and culture of new Spain. In resourcefulness, in vigor 
of style and in his intense patriotism he resembles Manuel Ugarte and Fran- 
cisco Garcia Calderon. 

His latest literary production, Grandes Escritores de America, is one of 
the most interesting and important works that has appeared within recent 
years on the literary history of Spanish-America. The volume is dedicated 
to XlXth century writers only, which leads one to suppose that Mr. Fombona 
has published the first of two or more volumes in preparation. 

Grandes Escritores dc America gives a succinct and complete resumen, 
up-to-date, and including the latest conclusions in literary research concern- 
ing the five writers whom Mr. Fombona considers the most important of the 
XlXth century in Spanish-America : Andres Bello, the Venezuelan genius 
who lived practically all his life in Chile and is known the world over as 
one of the most distinguished educators, and whose fame rests on his inves- 
tigations in Spanish literature and philology, his best known work being 
his Gramatica de la Lengua Castellana, revised later by Cuervo; Domingo 
Faustino Sarmiento, the astute and semi-learned Argentine educator who 
wrote Facundo, one of the most powerful and realistic novels that Spanish- 
America has produced ; Eugenio Maria de Hostos, the Porto Rican critic 
and philosopher, whose Shakespearean studies seem to have furnished many 
of the ideas of the English critic. Sir Herbert Beerbohm Tree, in his work, 
Thoughts and Afterthoughts ; the Ecuadorian writer, Juan Montalvo, author 
of Los Siete Tratados and Los Capitulos que sc lc olvidaron a Cervantes ; 
and Manuel Gonzalez Prada, the fearless Peruvian philosophic writer who 
put an end to the apathy in the national life of Peru after the country had 
been ignominiously defeated by Chile, and whose best work, Paginas Libres, 
would seem to show that little Peru has also its Renan. 

Grandes Escritores dc America is a volume which forms a most valuable 
addition to the few good books on the literary history of Spanish-America. 
It is a book that is absolutely indispensable in a library of Spanish-Ameri- 
can literature. 
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